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Members - Monthly News ‘n Notes

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

We celebrate God's gift of life every year when the
anniversary of our birth comes around. It reminds us
of many blessings and His presence in our lives. As
you count the candles on your cake, St. Paul rejoices
with you and wishes you God’s blessings!

2 - Alex Swenson, Kaitlyn Wickersheim
3 - Stan Hage

11 - Jessica Koltz

14 - Jane Dahlke, Jeri Phillips

15 - Gayle Kruckenberg

18 - Ken Kruckenberg, Edwin Happ

22 - Harold Miller, Dave Voelker

25 - Alec Forret, Barb Menge

27 - Jacob Koltz, Addye Alexander

29 - Shea Stricker (Leap Year birthday!)

MEMBER NOTES

Please keep these people / families in your prayers

SICK OR HOSPITALIZED...

. FranWebb - Knee Replacement Surgery Jan. 27

. Mary Koltz - At Maplecrest (Belvidere)

. Caroline Hage - Back to Harvard Care Center

. Thomas Athanacy - Our Mission India Church
Planter in Kerala, India

NEW MEMBERS ...

We want to welcome Bud and Charlene Ewert into
membership with us! In January they transferred their
membership to St. Paul from Trinity Lutheran Church,
Burr Ridge. The Ewerts are retired recently moved to
Harvard. Their address is 903 Forest Downs (PO Box
537) (in the subdivision behind the Autumn Glen
apartments).

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Christian families are founded in strong and loving
marriages. Congratulations as you celebrate the
anniversary of the day when you vowed to be faithful

to each other! ﬁ

13 - Shawn D. & Shawn M. McAuliffe
20 - Stan & Judy Hage (50 yrs.!)
24 - Josh & Ellen Kelnhofer 3

26 - David & Norma Wirth
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The deadline for the MARCH newsletter is
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15. Be sure to get your
information in early so we can have the newsletters
out in time! As always, if you have something to
publicize, you can hand, phone (943-5330) malil, fax
(943-1522), or even email it in (stpaul@gocsg.net ).
So... there’s no reason not to get your important
information out on time!

SERVING GOD IN FEBRUARY

ELDERS: USHERS:

Feb. 7 Randy Forret Tom Siebel
Paul Albrecht

Feb. 13 Randy Forret
Feb. 14 Jerry Dahlke Stan Hage

Bill Foat Ray Peters
Feb. 17 Bill Wickersheim
Feb. 21 Shawn McAuliffe Youth Group
Feb. 24 Shawn McAuliffe
Feb. 27 John Fleener
Feb. 28 Bill Wickersheim Ken Reinert

Bill Foat

ACOLYTES: LAY READERS:

Feb. 7 - Morgan Pajeau, Kyle Seegers  Chuck Kruse
Feb. 14 - Cassie Taylor, Heidi Weidner ~ Grace Pope
Feb. 17 - Alec Forret
Feb. 21 - Alec Forret, Kyle Seegers Elizabeth Irvin
Feb. 24 - Morgan Pajeau
Feb. 28 - Erica Stalo, Heidi Weidner Ken Reinert

ALTAR GUILD: - Jeanine Creviston & Lisa Seegers
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CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING HI-LITES

The January 12 meeting was called to
order by Chairman Ken Reinert.
Pastor led us in devotion and prayer.
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Present were: Ken Reinert, Pastor Pfingsten,

Randy

Forret, Paula Weidner, Jeanine Creviston, Dennis
Fairbanks, Lisa Seegers and Grace Pope. Sue Zillmer
was absent.

Ken highlighted the Blue Ribbon Panel on Synod
Restructuring. Minutes of the November meeting were
approved as read.

Pastor Report:  Pastor reported the membership
changes, the Men’s Group, and the Safety Committee
(locking downstairs door and the need for emergency
lighting). He is working with the vacancy at Zion,
McHenry.

Treasurer: The financial reports were reviewed and
approved.

Chief Elder: Randy reported the next Elders meeting
will be Thursday and the two new elders (John Fleener &
Bill Foat) will need keys. Need to seek some new
ushers.

Evangelism: Cassie reported that the Bethesda and
Lutheran Hour bulletin inserts are being used and
discussed visitor recognition notes.

Stewardship: Carol reported that 2009 giving
statements would be out by the end of the month.

Special Ministry:  Lisa reported on Operation Christmas
Child and the Giving Tree program.

Education & Youth: The Youth are registered for the
Gathering. FLHS is sponsoring 3" Annual Bowl-a-thon.

Properties: Dennis reported on the work for the Lower
Level: Bathroom floors and toilets are in. Need to
secure funding for the emergency lights.

Special Events: Jeanine reported that the Annual
Meeting dinner would be spaghetti. Bowling is in
process; looking at a March date.

OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS: Annual Reports are due Feb. 1%

The meeting as adjourned at 8:00 with the Lord’s Prayer.
The next meeting is scheduled for Feb. 9.
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LWML PRE-LENTEN
PRAYER GATHERING

WHEN - Saturday, Feb. 27
8:30 am - Registration
9:00 am - Continental Breakfast
Program - TBD

WHERE - Zion Lutheran
Church (Marengo)

Watch the Sunday bulletins for
further information.

EVENING WOMEN'S GUILD

- Next meeting Feb. 1

- Next Tea April 25

- Tea theme: “Our Tea Has Purse-onality”

- Looking for vintage hats, purses, unique hat boxes

The next meeting of St. Paul's Evening Women’s Guild
will be Monday, Feb. 1%, at the church. We invite all ladies
of the congregation to join us.

LWML MITE BOX
COLLECTION FEB. 21

LWML Mite boxes will be collected
as well as a door

offering after services

on Sunday, February

21%. These funds are

used for projects at

home and abroad.

LUTHERAN WOMEN

Lutheran Women will meet on
Thursday, February. 4™ at 1 PM.
We will have a Valentines Party.

Please bring a wrapped Valentine
gift (under $5) to exchange. Our
Hostesses will be Ann Siebel and
Sandy Kruckenberg.

Quilting will resume this month.
We meet at 9 AM on the 1% and
3" Mondays (Feb. 1% and 15™).

April 25 ...
SAVE THIS DATE
FOR TEA 2010!

Theme:
"Our Tea Has Purse-onality"
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

‘I want to follow Him’

Boy remains faithful to Jesus, despite parents'
opposition

December 17, 2009

“Mohan!!!”

Cringing at the anger in his dad’s voice, 13-year-old
Mohan ran quickly toward his father, greeting him
respectfully. “Is it true you have betrayed the Hindu
faith?” demanded Mohan’s father, red-faced.

Mohan swallowed. Then Mohan courageously said, “I
know the truth now. Jesus Christ is the true God — not
these idols.” Mohan pointed at the picture of the family
idol he used to pray to faithfully before school each day.
“I have accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior and |
want to follow Him.”

Mohan’s father began to scream at him. Then he beat
Mohan until the boy was covered with throbbing bruises.
Mohan trembled, crouching in pain as his father warned
him, “You are not to attend that Children's Bible Club
ever again.”

Mohan stayed home from the Club - but he stayed
faithful to his Savior. He read the Bible and prayed
daily. Psalm 34:5 became his favorite verse: “Those
who look to him are radiant; their faces are never
covered with shame.”

Mohan’s parents tried to convince him that all gods were
the same, but he would not believe them. He prayed that
they would understand the truth about Jesus. Eventually,
to Mohan’s great surprise, his parents allowed him to
return to the Club! Now Mohan attends the Children’s
Bible Club and prayer meetings regularly. He dreams of
becoming a preacher and a Bible teacher, and he asks
for your prayers for the salvation of his mother and
father.

Put your gifts, marked “Mission India”
in the offering plate

STEWARDSHIP

February 2010

On February 17" we wiill join Christians around the world
in observing the season of Lent. Lent is a deeply
spiritual time as we reflect on the tremendous love and
sacrifice of Jesus for us so that we might have
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. The price of our
redemption was overwhelming. As Dr. Martin Luther
said in explaining the second article of the Apostles
Creed “Jesus, my Lord, has redeemed me a lost and
condemned person, purchased and won me from all
sins, from death, and from the power of the devil;
not with gold or silver, but with His holy, preciou S
blood and with His innocent suffering and death.”

As Jesus Himself said, “Greater love has no one than
this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” (J ohn
15:13 NIV)

Dr. Luther went on with his explanation to state that
Jesus made this supreme sacrifice “so that | may be
His own and live under Him in His kingdom and
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence,
and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead,
lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most cer  tainly
true!”

In Jesus we have been redeemed from all sins, including
the sin of selfishly wanting to use all of God’s blessings
for our own needs and wants rather than using them to
His glory and the welfare of our neighbor. Selfishness is
not part of good stewardship! Here is a definition of good
and godly stewardship: “God’s redeemed stewards, in
cooperation with and encouragement from fellow
redeemed stewards, freely and joyfully manage allo  f
life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”

Lent provides us with an excellent opportunity to reflect
on what is really important and worth spending our lives
and resources on. During this 2010 season of Lent may
God’s Holy Spirit help us to understand that God wants
to use us as instruments in His hands to touch the lives
of others in ways that make an eternal difference. As we
are led to accept this truth we will better understand
what it means to use our time, our skills and talents, and
our financial resources in loving and sacrificial ways.

What a time of spiritual growth the season of Lent can
be for us as we strive to spend our lives and resources
on things that really matter and last beyond our lifetimes.
God’s redeemed stewards want to make this world a
better place because we have been here. May the love
and sacrifice of Jesus so impress us that we will want to
reach out in loving and sacrificial ways.

“God’s redeemed and maturing stewards do the
right things for the right reasons and strive for
excellence in all they do.”




ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Treasurer's Report - December 2009

Month of December 2009

Year to date

Total Unified Budget Offering $ 11,573.80 $ 115,192.20
Other Income $ 3,216.19 $ 40,232.51
Total Income $ 14,789.99 $ 155,424.71
Total Operating Expenditures $ (14,374.85) $(173,990.44)
Regular HBOR Loan payment (principal & interest) $ (579.00) $ (9,066.13)
Net Income (Loss) Unified Budget $ (163.86) $ (27,631.86)
HBOR Special Offerings $ 1,692.00 $ 11,182.00
HBOR Loan Payments $ (579.00) $ (9,066.13)
Net Income (Loss) including HBOR Offerings $ 1,113.00 $ 2,115.87

“Bee Smairt ... Bee Safe”

Not even churches are immune
from crime and danger, so we
use this space to bring little
reminders to help you protect your
personal possessions and property
as well as that of the church’s.

Here is this month’s tip...

INSPECT YOUR PROPERTY
AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR.

Here are some things YOU should look for in your own
property....

- Keep bushes up off of the ground.

. Have a "weed-free barrier" around your house (like
about 24 inches of one-inch crushed stone). It's a
way of making the building less attractive to
rodents.

. Thoroughly check all buildings at least once a year
from top to bottom. Look for any gaps or
weaknesses a quarter-inch or larger. A mouse
only needs 3/8 of an inch to gain entry.

MEN’'S GROUP MEETS AGAIN
IN FEBRUARY

The first Men’s Breakfast

and Bible Study on Jan.

16" went really well — and

the guys are excited to

meet again in February —

on Saturday, Feb. 20, at 8 AM (third Saturday).

Dennis and Cobb cooked a fantastic breakfast
of scrambled eggs and bacon, hash browns
and kringle (thanks for the kringle, Mary!).

Pastor then led a short Men’s NetWork Bible
study from the Lutheran Hour Ministries series:
“He who dies with the most toys, still dies.”
There was great discussion as part of it.

Then we had a “blast from the past” and had a
great game of dartball. One thing is sure: We
all need LOTS more practice — the score was
embarrassingly low — so in February we are
going to do the same thing.

Men: Why not join us? We'd love to have you
be a part of the group!

See you in the church basement — Third
Saturday in February — 2/ 20 — 8:00 AM!
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