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THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, HARVARD, IL
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P.S. While | have your attention, let me remind you of our Annual Meeting to be
held Sun., Feb. 19, after worship . The “meeting” part will be short and
light, but it's important that you be there. After all, St. Paul is YOUR church,
and you deserve (and need) to be kept be abreast of the many things
0 0o 4 happening on your behalf and because your gifts make them possible.
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MEMBERS - MONTHLY News‘n Notes

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
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MEMBER NOTES

Please keep these people / families in your prayers

SICK OR HOSPITALIZED...

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Christian families are founded in strong and loving
marriages. Congratulations as you celebrate the
anniversary of the day when you vowed to be faithful
to each other!

13 - Shawn D. & Shawn M. McAuliffe (24 yrs.)
20 - Stan & Judy Hage (52 yrs.)
24 - Josh & Ellen Kelnhofer

26 - Dave & Norma Wirth (24 yrs.)
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The deadline for the March newsletter is MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 13. Be sure to get your information in early
so we can have the newsletters out in time! As always, if
you have something to publicize, you can hand, phone
(943-5330) malil, fax (943-1522), or even email it in
(stpaulharvard@sbcglobal.net ). So... there’'s no reason
not to get your important information out on time!
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SERVING GOD IN FEBRUARY

ELDERS: USHERS:
Feb. 4  John Larson
Feb. 5 Bill Foat Paul Albrecht, Tom Siebel
Feb. 11 John Fleener
Feb. 12 Bill Wickersheim Stan Hage, Ray Peters

Shawn McAuliffe

Feb. 18 Shawn McAuliffe
Feb. 19 Bill Wickersheim Youth Group

Feb. 22 John Larson

Feb. 25 Bill Foat
Feb. 26 John Fleener Ken Reinert
John Larson

Feb. 29 John Larson

ACOLYTES: LAY READERS:
Feb. 5  Angela Martin, Erica Stalo Dave Voelker
Feb. 12  Cassie Taylor, Ashlyn Stricker Chuck Kruse
Feb. 19  Karen Seegers, Alyssa Zillmer Elizabeth Irvin
Feb. 22  Alec Forret
Feb. 26  Alec Forret, Ryan Martin Sharon Larson

Feb. 29  Ryan Martin

ALTAR GUILD: - Jeanine Creviston and Lisa Seegers
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The council meeting was held . on Tuesday, L -
g Cdmmittee

January 10™. (No meeting was held in
December). Present were: Ken Reinert, :
Pastor Pfingsten, Jeanine Creviston, Dennis \..-r""
Fairbanks, Shawn D. McAuliffe, Grace Pope, David Voelker,
Paula Weidner, Carol Wickersheim, and Sue Zillmer.

REPOETS

Pastor Pfingsten opened the meeting with prayer. There being no
Special Business, the Minutes of the Nov. meeting were read and
approved.

Pastor: Roger Dahlke died on Dec. 29, and was given Christian
burial Dec. 31. Transfers and membership changes were reported.
He will begin conducting services at Valley Hi Nursing Home on
the 4™ Sunday of each month. He also stated the matter of the
theft of Christmas gift cards is in the hands of the Harvard P.D.

Treasurer: District funds have not been paid, but that Faith
Lutheran High School funds are up to date. She also stated the
HBOR loan is up for renewal, the balance is $12,724.55.

Elders: Shawn D. McAuliffe was welcomed to the council. Elders
will meet on January 26™ and will review the trial Saturday night
service results and make a further recommendation. One elder is
still needed.

Evangelism: (Position is vacant) No report.

Stewardship:  The year-end contribution statements will be
complete and ready for pick-up on January 21 & 28, and those
remaining will be mailed thereafter.  The need for additional
counters is urgent, and would appreciate any suggestions.

Social Ministry: Both Christmas Christ Child and Operation
Christmas Child donations were very successful. There were
approximately 35 recipients for each project. One suggestion
received for an Easter Remembrance for this year and more on
that later. Congregational Door offerings for the Harvard Food
Pantry will be conducted during the first month of each quarter,
and more word on Loaves & Fishes in the near future.

Education/Youth: The Sunday School service on December 18"
was simple but effective. Planning a “Lock-in" type event rather
than VBS for this year and emphasize bringing a friend to add
numbers. Need for more parental involvement in order to
accomplish goals for fund raisers and also like to make use of
Facebook on future fund raisers. This year's Rummage Sale will
be April 20 &21.

Properties: The tree hindering the view of the sign has been
removed, indoor painting and replacing of base-boards has been
completed, sign lettering replaced, and more pruning done.

Special Events: Work on the directory is still in progress, and
showing the Walther film is ‘“iffy”. The possibility of showing
another film is being considered.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS: The date for the Annual Meeting was set for
February 19; all reports for the annual booklet are due in the
church office by February 1.

The meeting was adjourned and The Lord’s Prayer was recited in
unison. The next meeting will be on February 14 at 7 p.m.
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LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 22
Midweek Services at 10 AM & 7 PM

Our 40-day countdown to Easter
starts Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22™

and will finish with our yearly o/
celebration of Easter on April 8" . [ |

\n.

Our Lenten services this year are L3
organized under the season L_IE".\'ITEH ;
theme of: "Six Chief Parts, ” SC?PIEV I}_:E

There are six midweek
services and there are six chief parts of
Luther’'s Small Catechism, so we will be pairing
them up. This is appropriate since in Lent we
near the end of the Confirmation class year.

Here are our specific Wednesday themes...

Ash Wed.: Greatest Love — Ten commands
Midweek 2: This | Believe — Apostles Creed
Midweek 3: Our Father in Heaven — Lord’s Prayer
Midweek 4: Washing of Regeneration -- Baptism
Midweek 5: We Are Forgiven — Office of the Keys
Midweek 6: A Holy Supper — Communion

Please make these special services a part of your
Lenten devotion and preparation. Services are at
10 AM and 7 PM each Wednesday. The Ash
Wednesday service will feature Holy Communion
and the imposition of ashes.
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A BIG “THANK YOU”
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In_the spiritual vacuum left by the fall of communi sm, many Russian people
struggle with divorce, substance abuse, unexpected pregnancies and the long-
term effects of previous abortions, loneliness and intolerance . For families, and
especially women, who are shouldering these burdens, the Hope Counseling Center
in St. Petersburg is a beacon of grace-filled light and hope.

With more than 100 visitors per month, the Hope Counseling Center, operated by the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia (ELCIR), an LCMS sister/partner
church, has plentiful opportunities to share the hope of Christ in word and deed. Its monthly operating expenses are
covered by a grant from LCMS World Relief and Human Care, and Director Olga Ryumina writes, “In every morning
prayer, before we begin our work, we thank God for the funds that allow us to keep working for the good of women and
strengthening their families in the light of Gospel truth.”

The center provides computer training and clothing for those in need. The staff shares spiritual truths by weaving the
Word of God into many of its services and activities. In the center’'s computer training, the challenges and problems of life
provide content for students to type about — and an opening to share God’'s Word in response.

Most clients served by the center come through referrals of past clients who speak warmly of the love and practical help
that they received through the center. Ryumina says, “Our clients look at us as kind and patient people, which is a rare
thing in our hardened society.”

The center also serves as a resource for Lutheran congregations that have witnessed the effectiveness of the center’'s
ministry and see the need for a similar family focused ministry based out of their own congregations. The staff has also
provided basic training in family ministry for pastoral ministry students at the ELCIR’s nearby seminary.

Deaconess Maria Popova benefits from Hope’s support as she serves at a congregation in Saransk, a small town in the
republic of Mordovia, about 300 miles southeast of Moscow. Ryumina explains, “There are a large number of surgical
abortions performed in Saransk. No one there provides pro-life information, even the physicians. Maria’s modest steps in
this sphere are already accomplishing a great deal in sharing the Christian view of childbearing.” She is passionate about
educating women in her town about the affects of abortion and the alternatives that are available when facing an
unwanted pregnancy.

“We realize more and more that the women we serve know very little about the life of a Christian and they open their
Bibles very rarely. If we don't use the Bible in our activities, the light of truth would never be available to most of them,”
says Ryumina. “We may hear, ‘What'’s the sense in praying? Nothing changes!’ But when their problems push them into a
corner, they start listening better, looking for help and trying to follow biblical guidelines.”

||l WTHE LUTHERAN
T ITNESS
If you would like to renew your current subscription OR if you want to start a new subscription,
there are “Lutheran Witness” envelopes on the table in the narthex. Please take one and fill out the back,
enclose your check for $15.60 (made out to St. Paul) and place it in the offering plate or give it to Cassie.

Please return by FEBRUARY 20.
Also, if you wish to cancel your subscription, please call the office and let Cassie know. Thank you!
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ANNUAL MEETING AND LUNCHEON
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